Iraq

Identification
Title of the survey: Household Socioeconomic Survey 2007

Organisation responsible: Central Organization for Statistics and Information Technology

Objectives of the survey: The survey has four main objectives. These are to:

- Provide data that will help in the measurement and analysis of poverty.

- Provide data required to establish a new consumer price index (CPI) since the current outdated CPI is based on 1993 data and no longer applies to the country’s vastly changed circumstances.

- Provide data that meet the requirements and needs of national accounts.

- Provide other indicators, such as consumption expenditure, sources of income, human development, and time use.

Date: 11/11/2011

Periodicity and coverage
Periodicity of data collection: Irregularly or only once, the last was carried out in 2007 and the previous one in 2002

Geographical coverage: Whole country

Population coverage: Whole population

Definition of usual resident: The population covered by the IHSES included all households residing in Iraq from November 1st, 2006 to October 30th, 2007, meaning that every household residing within Iraq’s geographical boundaries during that period could potentially be selected for the sample.

Age coverage: The labour related questions of the survey relate to the population of 6 years old and over

Topics covered:
Demographic characteristics: age, sex, marital status, place/country of birth, nationality, educational attainment, relationship to household head
Main labour related characteristics: employment, unemployment, hours of work, social security coverage, production for own final use by the household
Other labour related characteristics: duration of employment, duration of unemployment, previous working experience, characteristics of the last job, methods of looking for work, reasons for not being in the labour force
Other characteristics: 
Concepts and definitions
Current employment
Current unemployment
Unemployment refers to people who during the reference period: Are without work, available to work and actively seeking work

Reference period for seeking work: The seven days preceding the interview date (moving) and the four weeks preceding the interview date (moving)

Reference period for availability for work: The week preceding the interview and the two weeks following the interview

Underemployment
Underemployment refers to employed persons who: are willing to work additional hours in general

Hours of work
The survey measures: hours actually worked

Information is collected for: main and secondary job(s) combined

Reference period used for the measure of hours of work: a week

Actual hours of work are collected for: the week as a whole

Separate information is collected for overtime hours: no

Separate information is collected for absence hours: no

Separate information is collected for working time arrangements: no

Time unit used in the measure of hours of work: exact hours

Income from paid employment
Income from self-employment
Employment in the informal sector
Informal employment
Usual activity
Treatment of special groups
Classifications
Sample design
Sampling frame: Population census

The sample is stratified: Yes

Variables used for stratification: geographic region, urbanisation, urban/rural areas
Ultimate sampling units: households

Number of ultimate sampling units per sample area: 6

Sample size: 18144 ultimate sampling units per survey round

Data collection
Main mode of data collection: face to face personal interview (paper and pencil)

The field staff is mainly: recruited specifically for the survey

Duration of training on the survey for newly recruited interviewers: 23 day(s)

Respondents' participation in the survey is compulsory: No

Ultimate sampling units that could not be identified are replaced: No

Ultimate sampling units that could not be contacted are replaced: No

Ultimate sampling units that refuse to participate are replaced: No

Estimation and adjustment
Percentage of all eligible ultimate sampling units that are interviewed: 98.62%

Percentage of refusals in the total non-response: 0.33%

Weighting factors used to adjust for: sample design
Documentation and dissemination
Publication(s) and website where the survey results can be found: Iraq Household Socioeconomic Survey IHSES 2007 - Tabulation Report; www.cosit.gov.iq

Publication(s) and website where methodological information on the survey can be found: Iraq Household Socioeconomic Survey IHSES 2007 - Tabulation Report; www.cosit.gov.iq

Dissemination formats and periodicity: 

- news release

- comprehensive report

Historical information
Year when the survey was conducted for the first time: 1946

Years when significant methodological changes were introduced: 1993, 2002

