Lebanon

Identification
Title of the survey: National Survey Household Living Conditions 2004

Organisation responsible: Central Administration for Statistics

Objectives of the survey: The National Survey of Household Living Conditions (The Multipurpose survey) provides statistical data vital for the setting of national policies in various sectors. It provides a basis for the study and identification of the demographic and social characteristics of households and their members; the characteristics of the individuals’ economic activity; the characteristics of the household and the conditions of dwellings; poverty and the characteristics of the poor; the household income and expenditure; the  quantities of food and non-food itemsconsumed by households, and an updating of the weights used to produce the Consumer Price Index; and the data needed to estimate final household consumption in national accounts.

Date: 12/10/2011

Periodicity and coverage
Periodicity of data collection: Irregularly or only once, the last was carried out in 2004

Geographical coverage: Whole country

Population coverage: Whole population excluding the following groups: Palestinian camps, regardless of the nationality of the residence’s occupants

Definition of usual resident: An individual is considered a resident in the following cases:(1) If one resides permanently (continuously for a period exceeding six months a year); (2) If one does not reside permanently, but resides intermittently – such as regularly spending several days a week outside the residence in a specialized institution, separate room, etc., while spending the rest of the time at the residence; (3) If one resides permanently at the residence, but is currently absent, i.e.: traveling out of the country for a specific period,studying abroad,etc; (4) Domestic workers are considered residents, but the data gathered about them was limited to their names, nationalities and information relevant to economic activity. An individual is not considered a resident of the household in the following cases: (1) An individual who left his/her household residence, and moved to live in another residence (i.e. marriage, etc.); (2) An individual staying temporarily at the residence, such as a guest or a relative; (3) An individual who traveled abroad and established work there for a period of a year or longer.

Definition of household and household members: A household is made up of one or more individuals living in one residence, and sharing food and expenses. It is not necessary for the members of a household to be related. If the residence is occupied by two or more households that do not share food and expenses, then each household is considered independent of the others. If the husband is engaged in polygamous marriages, but all of the husband’s families share the residence and food, then they are all considered one household.

Age coverage: The labour related questions of the survey relate to the population of 15 years old and over

Topics covered:
Demographic characteristics: age, sex, marital status, educational attainment, relationship to household head
Main labour related characteristics: employment, unemployment, hours of work, social security coverage
Other labour related characteristics: industry, occupation, status in employment, institutional sector (public/private), methods of looking for work
Other characteristics: 
Concepts and definitions
Current employment
Definition of employment: Employment refers to all persons who worked for at least one hour during the reference week  (i.e. the week prior to the interview) or did not work during the reference  week but had a job from which they were temporarily absent work due to sickness, holidays, maternity leave, or days-off.  

Reference period for employment: The seven days preceding the interview date (moving)

Current unemployment
Definition of unemployment: Unemployment refers to all persons who have not worked at all during the reference week, who are not temporarily absent from work, who are available for work within the two weeks following the interview, and who actually sought for a job during the four weeks prior to the interview.

Unemployment refers to people who during the reference period: Are without work, available to work and actively seeking work

Reference period for seeking work: The four weeks preceding the interview date (moving)

Reference period for availability for work: The two weeks following the interview date (moving)

Underemployment
Hours of work
The survey measures: usual hours

Information is collected for: main and secondary job(s) combined

Reference period used for the measure of hours of work: a week

Actual hours of work are collected for: the week as a whole

Separate information is collected for overtime hours: no

Separate information is collected for absence hours: no

Separate information is collected for working time arrangements: no

Time unit used in the measure of hours of work: exact hours

Income from paid employment
Income from self-employment
Employment in the informal sector
Informal employment
Usual activity
Treatment of special groups
Classifications
Disaggregations used in the analysis and tabulation of the survey results: 

- The economically active population is tabulated by: sex, age, urban/rural area
- The employed population is tabulated by: sex, age, industry, occupation, status in employment, level of education, institutional sector (public/private), urban/rural area
- The unemployed population is tabulated by: sex, age, level of education, urban/rural area
- The economically inactive population is tabulated by: 

Classifications used

Industry: 

Occupation: 

- Title of the classification: ISCO-88

- Number of most detailed groups or digits used: 10 groups

Status in employment: 

Education: 

Sample design
Sampling frame: Sample frame prepared in 2004 for a comprehensive survey of buildings and institutions

The sampling frame is updated: not updated with a specific frequency

The sample is stratified: Yes

Variables used for stratification: geographic region, population size of locality
Ultimate sampling units: households

Sample size: 14948 ultimate sampling units per year

Data collection
Main mode of data collection: face to face personal interview (paper and pencil)

The field staff is mainly: recruited specifically for the survey

Respondents' participation in the survey is compulsory: No

Ultimate sampling units that could not be contacted are replaced: No

Ultimate sampling units that refuse to participate are replaced: No

Estimation and adjustment
Percentage of all eligible ultimate sampling units that are interviewed: 87%

Confidence level: 95 %

Selected indicators tabulated from the survey: 

- Unemployment rate by: sex, age, level of education
- Employment to population ratio by: 

- Labour force participation rate by: sex, age, level of education
- Hours of work (per worker) by: 

- Earnings (per worker) by: 

- Number of workers by hours band by: 

- Number of workers by earnings class by: 

Documentation and dissemination
Publication(s) and website where the survey results can be found: Living Conditions of Households 2004; www.cas.gov.lb

Publication(s) and website where methodological information on the survey can be found: Living Conditions of Households 2004; www.cas.gov.lb

Dissemination formats and periodicity: 

- comprehensive report

Historical information
Year when the survey was conducted for the first time: 2004

