Maldives

Identification
Title of the survey: Vulnerability and Poverty Assessment Survey 2004 (VPA)

Organisation responsible: Statistics Division, Department of National Planning

Objectives of the survey: The main objective of the survey is to produce statistics on various aspects of the poverty and vulnerability of households. Thus the survey provides: Comparative data needed to asses vulnerability and poverty (VPA-97) that facilitates the analysis of social and economic impact of recent development on the living conditions of population; A tool to measure the changes occurred in individual islands, in atolls and in country in general since the last survey; Preliminary estimates of the effects of the tsunami on people’s livelihoods in the affected islands; A relational database for poverty and vulnerability diagnostic; Monitoring of progress towards Millennium Development Goals (MDG)  and the preparation of the first Maldives MDG Report; Data support for an evaluation of the Sixth National Development Plan (NDP) and the formulation of the Seventh NDP.

Periodicity and coverage
Periodicity of data collection: Irregularly or only once, the last was carried out in 2004 and the previous one in 1997

Geographical coverage: Whole country

Population coverage: Whole population

The survey covers: Only the usual residents present

Usual household members who are temporarily absent are enumerated in the survey: No

Age coverage: The labour related questions of the survey relate to the population of 15 years old and over

Topics covered:
Demographic characteristics: age, sex, marital status, place/country of birth, nationality, educational attainment
Main labour related characteristics: employment, unemployment, underemployment, hours of work, wages, employment related benefits, social security coverage
Other labour related characteristics: industry, occupation, status in employment, institutional sector (public/private), existence of more than one job, characteristics of the second job(s), search for another job
Other characteristics: other sources of income (e.g. income from property)
Concepts and definitions
Current employment
Current unemployment
Definition of unemployment: Unemployment refers to persons aged 15 years and over who are not working but are available for work and willing to work even when they were not actively looking for work. The ‘relaxed’ definition of unemployment has been used.

Unemployment refers to people who during the reference period: Are without work and available to work

Underemployment
Underemployment concept measured: Time related underemployment

Definition of underemployment related to working time: An underemployed person is defined as one who is employed but who is working either fewer than 35 hours per week or fewer than 11 months per year, or both. The person also needs to be looking for more work. 

Underemployment refers to employed persons who: 

- are willing to work additional hours in the survey reference week or during the past year

- are available to work additional hours in the survey reference week or during the past year

- worked less than 35 hours per week or less than 11 months per year or both

Information collected on the number of hours of work wanted/ available for: No

Hours of work
The survey measures: Hours of work, not defined specifically

Information is collected for: main and secondary job(s) separately

Separate information is collected for overtime hours: no

Separate information is collected for absence hours: no

Separate information is collected for working time arrangements: no

Time unit used in the measure of hours of work: exact hours

Income from paid employment
The components of income for which separate statistics are available are: regular cash earnings, irregular cash earnings, payments in kind and services, profit related pay, bonuses, employment-related social security benefits and allowances
Reference period: a month

Income from paid employment refers to: main and secondary job(s) separately

Information on income from paid employment is requested in: exact amounts

Actual/usual income: actual income for a specific reference period

Income due/received: income received in a specific reference period

Income from self-employment
Income from self-employment covered: Remuneration from own account activity or family business

Income from self-employment covered relates to: Net of compulsory contributions to social security schemes and/or taxes

Reference period: a month

Income from self-employment refers to: main and secondary job(s) combined

Information on income from self-employment is requested in: exact amounts

Actual/usual income: actual income for a specific reference period

Income due/received: income received in a specific reference period

Employment in the informal sector
Informal employment
Usual activity
Treatment of special groups
- Persons without work and currently available for work who are not seeking work during the reference period due to specific reasons (e.g. discouraged workers) are classified as unemployed 

Classifications
Disaggregations used in the analysis and tabulation of the survey results: 

- The economically active population is tabulated by: sex, age
- The employed population is tabulated by: sex, industry, occupation, status in employment, institutional sector (public/private)
- The unemployed population is tabulated by: sex
- The economically inactive population is tabulated by: 

Classifications used

Industry: 

- Title of the classification: National classification

- Number of most detailed groups or digits used: 12 groups

Occupation: 

- Title of the classification: ISCO-88

- Number of most detailed groups or digits used: 1 digit

Status in employment: 

- Title of the classification: National classification

Education: 

Sample design
Sampling frame: Population census

The sampling frame is updated: not updated with a specific frequency

Lowest level of geographic disaggregation for which reliable estimates of the unemployment rate can be produced and their frequency: Male’ and atolls (annual )

The sample is stratified: Yes

Variables used for stratification: geographic region
Number of sampling stages: 2

Ultimate sampling units: households

Number of ultimate sampling units per sample area: from 10 to 70

Sample size: 2800 ultimate sampling units per year

Sample rotation takes place: at the ultimate sampling unit and the sampling area level

The rotation system results in: the overlap after 7 years in the second survey

Percentage of ultimate sampling units remaining in the sample for two consecutive survey rounds: 50%

Maximum number of times an ultimate sampling unit is interviewed: 2

Comments: There are two different sampling techniques used, based on geographical distribution. The country is divided into two parts: all island(atolls) and the capital male. Each island is an independent stratum and the number of household sampled in each stratum are proportional to the size of each island ranging between 10 to 70. The capital male is divided into 5 wards and contains 32 enumeration blocks and from each block 10 households are selected. So 320 households out of 2800 in the sample are from capital. Moreover the capital sample is not a panel sample while the sample from islands is a 50 percent of overlapping sample.  The sample for the capital Male is self-weighting while for the islands is a sampling weighted.

Data collection
Main mode of data collection: face to face personal interview (paper and pencil)

Respondents' participation in the survey is compulsory: Yes

Ultimate sampling units that could not be identified are replaced: Yes

Ultimate sampling units that could not be contacted are replaced: Yes

Ultimate sampling units that refuse to participate are replaced: Yes

Estimation and adjustment
Percentage of all eligible ultimate sampling units that are interviewed: 100%

Adjustment for item non-response is made: No

Selected indicators tabulated from the survey: 

- Unemployment rate by: sex, age, level of education
- Employment to population ratio by: sex, age
- Labour force participation rate by: sex, age
- Hours of work (per worker) by: sex, age
- Earnings (per worker) by: sex, age
- Number of workers by hours band by: sex, age
- Number of workers by earnings class by: sex, age
Documentation and dissemination
Publication(s) and website where the survey results can be found: Vulnerability and Poverty Assessment II, Main Report; http://planning.gov.mv

Publication(s) and website where methodological information on the survey can be found: Vulnerability and Poverty Assessment II, Main Report; http://planning.gov.mv

Historical information
Year when the survey was conducted for the first time: 1997
