Nicaragua

Identification
Title of the survey: Encuesta Continua de Hogares 2010

Organisation responsible: Dirección de Censos y Encuestas del Instituto Nacional de Información y Desarrollo (INIDE)

Objectives of the survey: (1) Establecer un sistema de información que permita efectuar el seguimiento del mercado de trabajo nicaragüense y proporcione información para dar cuenta de la evolución de la pobreza. (2) Disponer de información que permita estimar cambios netos en los volúmenes de empleo y desempleo. (3) Generar información de indicadores sociales, demográficos y económicos para apoyar el diseño de políticas y la toma de decisiones en este campo.
Date: 11/08/2011

Periodicity and coverage
Periodicity of data collection: Continuously (every week)

Geographical coverage: Whole country

Population coverage: Whole population excluding the following groups: Persons living in institutions

Age coverage: The labour related questions of the survey relate to the population of 14 years old and over

Topics covered:
Demographic characteristics: age, sex, marital status, educational attainment, relationship to household head
Main labour related characteristics: employment, unemployment, underemployment, hours of work, wages, employment related benefits, social security coverage
Other labour related characteristics: industry, occupation, status in employment, size of establishment, full time/part time status, permanency of the job, duration of employment, existence of more than one job, characteristics of the second job(s), duration of unemployment, previous working experience, characteristics of the last job, search for another job, methods of looking for work, reasons for not being in the labour force
Other characteristics: other sources of income (e.g. income from property)
Concepts and definitions
Current employment
Definition of employment: La población ocupada está integrada por las personas de 14 años y más, que en la semana de referencia laboraron al menos una hora, o sin haber laborado tienen vigente su contrato de trabajo y se incorporarán al concluir la causa de su ausencia temporal.

Reference period for employment: The seven days preceding the interview date (moving)

Current unemployment
Definition of unemployment: La población desocupada está integrada por las personas de 14 años y más, que en la semana de referencia manifestaron no haber laborado al menos una hora, buscaron activamente trabajo en las últimas cuatro semanas anteriores a la semana de la entrevista y se declararon disponibles para trabajar.

Unemployment refers to people who during the reference period: Are without work, available to work and actively seeking work

Reference period for seeking work: The four weeks preceding the interview date (moving)

Reference period for availability for work: No specific reference period

Underemployment
Definition of underemployment related to working time: Se considera en condiciones de subempleo visible a las personas de 14 años y más que reportaron haber laborado involuntariamente menos de 40 horas y manifestaron estar dispuestas a laborar más horas a la semana.

Underemployment refers to employed persons who: 

- are willing to work additional hours in general

- are available to work additional hours in general

- worked less than 40 hours a week in their main job

Information collected on the number of hours of work wanted/ available for: No

Definition of inadequate employment situations: El subempleo invisible se refiere a las personas de 14 años y más que declararon haber laborado 40 y más horas a la semana, y obtuvieron un ingreso por trabajo, menor al salario mínimo legal de la rama de actividad económica respectiva.

Types of inadequate employment situations studied in the survey: Inadequate income in current job(s)

Hours of work
The survey measures: hours actually worked

Information is collected for: main job only

Reference period used for the measure of hours of work: a week

Actual hours of work are collected for: the week as a whole

Separate information is collected for overtime hours: no

Separate information is collected for absence hours: no

Separate information is collected for working time arrangements: no

Time unit used in the measure of hours of work: exact hours

Income from paid employment
Income from self-employment
Employment in the informal sector
Definition of informal sector units: El sector informal corresponde a los ocupados del área urbana que trabajan en establecimientos del sector privado con 5 o menos trabajadores. Se excluye a los gerentes

profesionales y técnicos de nivel medio, asimismo, también se excluye al servicio doméstico.

Other economic activities or occupations excluded from the scope of the definition: Managers, professionals, mid-level technicians, and domestic workers

Informal employment
Usual activity
Treatment of special groups
Classifications
Disaggregations used in the analysis and tabulation of the survey results: 

- The economically active population is tabulated by: sex, age, industry, occupation, status in employment, level of education, urban/rural area
- The employed population is tabulated by: sex, age, industry, occupation, status in employment, level of education, urban/rural area
- The unemployed population is tabulated by: sex, age, industry, occupation, status in employment, level of education, urban/rural area
- The economically inactive population is tabulated by: sex, age, industry, occupation, status in employment, level of education, urban/rural area
Sample design
Sampling frame: Population census

The sample is stratified: Yes

Variables used for stratification: geographic region, population size of locality
Number of sampling stages: 2

Ultimate sampling units: dwellings

Number of ultimate sampling units per sample area: 10

Sample size: 7470 ultimate sampling units per quarter

Sample rotation takes place: at the ultimate sampling unit level only

Percentage of ultimate sampling units remaining in the sample for two consecutive survey rounds: 80%

Maximum number of times an ultimate sampling unit is interviewed: 5

Months needed to renew the sample completely: 15

Data collection
Main mode of data collection: face to face personal interview (paper and pencil)

Respondents' participation in the survey is compulsory: No

Estimation and adjustment
Selected indicators tabulated from the survey: 

- Unemployment rate by: sex, age, level of education, economic activity, occupation, status in employment, region (urban/rural)
- Employment to population ratio by: sex, age, level of education, economic activity, occupation, status in employment, region (urban/rural)
- Labour force participation rate by: sex, age, level of education, economic activity, occupation, status in employment, region (urban/rural)
- Hours of work (per worker) by: sex, age, level of education, economic activity, occupation, status in employment, region (urban/rural)
- Earnings (per worker) by: sex, age, level of education, economic activity, occupation, status in employment, region (urban/rural)
- Number of workers by hours band by: 

- Number of workers by earnings class by: 

Availability of data from other sources

- Data on employment is also available from: establishment surveys, administrative records and population censuses

- Data on unemployment is also available from: administrative records and population censuses

Documentation and dissemination
Publication(s) and website where the survey results can be found: Encuesta Continua de Hogares (ECH) - Indicadores Básicos del Mercado Laboral; www.inide.gob.ni

Publication(s) and website where methodological information on the survey can be found: Encuesta Continua de Hogares (ECH) - Indicadores Básicos del Mercado Laboral; www.inide.gob.ni

Dissemination formats and periodicity: 

- comprehensive report (annual)

- online database (monthly)

Historical information
Year when the survey was conducted for the first time: 1993

Years when significant methodological changes were introduced: 2009

