
SPAIN 

 

Region: Europe and Central Asia 

Income group: High income 

Summary: Spain has reported 14 metadata sources, which collect information on international labour migration 

statistics. There are five survey based sources such as Population and Housing Census, Labour Force Survey, 

Continuous Household Survey, Four-Year Salary Structure Survey, and Annual Survey of Salary Structure, 

which are carried out by the National Institute of Statistics. There are also seven administrative records and two 

estimations: 

 Continuous Pattern and PERE and Register of Spanish Residents Abroad held by the National Institute 

of Statistics; 

 General Affiliation File held by the Treasurer General of Social Security; 

 Central Register of Foreigners held by the Permanent Observatory of Immigration; 

 Application of Asylum held by the General Subdirection of Asylum of the Ministry of the Interior; 

 Work Permit to Foreigners held by the Ministry of Employment and Social Security; 

 SEPE STATISTICS held by the State Public Employment Service; 

 Estimation in the Migration Statistics and Estimation in the Statistic of Spanish Nationality 

Acquisitions held by the National Institute of Statistics. 

Geographically all of the sources cover whole country, however different population groups. The statistics on the 

following population groups are available: 

 Nationals (citizens) in the country (covered by the Population and Housing Census, the Labour Force 

Survey, the Continuous Household Survey, the Continuous Pattern and PERE, the SEPE 

STATISTICS, and the Estimation in the Migration Statistics) 

 Nationals (citizens) employed in the country (covered by the Population and Housing Census, the 

Labour Force Survey, the Continuous Household Survey, the General Affiliation File, and the SEPE 

STATISTICS) 

 Nationals (citizens) living abroad (covered by the Continuous Pattern and PERE and the Pattern of 

Spanish Residents Abroad) 

 Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country (covered by the Population and Housing Census, the 

Labour Force Survey, the Continuous Household Survey, the Continuous Pattern and PERE, the 

Central Register of Foreigners, the Application of Asylum, the SEPE STATISTICS, the Estimation in 

the Migration Statistics, and the Estimation in the Statistic of Spanish Nationality Acquisitions) 

 Foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country (covered by the Labour Force Survey, the 

Continuous Household Survey, the General Affiliation File, the Central Register of Foreigners, the 

Work Permit to Foreigners, and the SEPE STATISTICS) 

 Refugees (covered by the Central Register of Foreigners and the Application of Asylum) 

 Asylum seekers (covered by the Application of Asylum) 

 

Periodicity of data collection varies depending on the type of source. The Population and Housing Census was 

last processed in 2011; the Labour Force Survey is carried out on continuously basis starting from 1964; the 

Continuous Household Survey is continuously conducted since 2013; the Four-Year Salary Structure Survey is 

held every four years starting from 2002; the Annual Survey of Salary Structure is held yearly since 2004. The 

Continuous Pattern and PERE is released annually; the Register of Spanish Residents Abroad is published 

annually starting from 2000; the General Affiliation File is released continuously; the Central Register of 

Foreigners is released every six months; the Application of Asylum is released on the basis of concrete requests 

from the organs of the Ministry of the Interior starting from 1995; the Work Permit to Foreigners is released 



monthly starting from 1981, and the SEPE STATISTICS is published monthly. The Estimation in the Migration 

Statistics is carried out biannually starting from 2008 and the Statistics of Spanish Nationality Acquisitions is 

held annually starting from 2012. 

Age coverage also varies depending on the type of source. In the Labour Force Survey, the Continuous 

Household Survey, General Affiliation File, and the Work Permit to Foreigners persons aged 16 years and older 

are collected. The other sources are applied to persons of all ages. 

The two essential demographic characteristics of age and sex are covered by all the sources. Additionally, 

questions on marital status, educational attainment, and household size are asked in the Population and Housing 

Census and the two household surveys. Data on education attainment can also be found in the Four-Year Salary 

Structure Survey, the Continuous Pattern and PERE, the Pattern of Spanish Residents Abroad, and the SEPE 

STATISTICS. Data on marital status is added in the Application of Asylum and the Work Permit to Foreigners. 

Regards international migration related characteristics, all sources except Population and Housing Census and 

Register of Spanish Residents Abroad cover nationality. The questions on country of birth, country of citizenship, 

and foreign workers in the country are also very often asked in the surveys and administrative records. Other 

international migration statistics that can be found in the sources include second country of citizenship, country 

of previous residence for foreigners, country of previous residence for citizens who lived abroad but returned, 

year of arrival, destination country, year of departure, reason for coming to country, time period allowed to stay, 

reason for departure, country of origin, country of transit, and immigrants and return migrants.  

Labour related characteristics can be found commonly in the sources such as the Population and Housing Census, 

the Labour Force Survey, the Work Permit to Foreigners, and the SEPE STATISTICS include employment 

status, occupation, industry/economic sector, and status in employment. Questions on hours usually worked, 

months worked in past year, and possible benefits are added in the Labour Force Survey. Data on employment 

status, occupation, industry/economic sector, status in employment, hours usually worked, individual earnings, 

wage rate, and data of beginning to work for company are available in other sources, except the Continuous 

Pattern and PERE, the Pattern of Spanish Residents Abroad, the Application of Asylum, and the estimations, 

where the Labour migration related statistics are not collected, 

Various agency adapted definitions of “international migrant workers”, “nationals living abroad”, 

“employment”, and “short-term migrant workers” are applied in the sources. Definition of “employment” used 

in the Labour Force Survey is the standard ILO definition. 

The classifications used for occupation, industry, status in employment, and education in the sources are 

internationally and nationally adapted classifications.   

Micro data files from the census, surveys and administrative records, except the Annual Survey of Salary 

Structure, the General Affiliation File, the Central Register of Foreigners, and the Application of Asylum, are 

available for research and analysis outside the agency with limitations for various prices or free of charge.  

  



Metadata sources:  

Type of source Name of the 

source 

Agency 

Responsible 

Periodicity of 

data collection 

Year the 

source 

started 

Year of 

the last 

source 

Q1. Population  

Census 

Population and 

Housing Census 

National Institute 

of Statistics - - 2011 

Q2. Household  

Survey 

Q2.1. Labour  

Force Survey 

National Institute 

of Statistics Continuously 1964 - 

Q2.2.Continuous 

Household 

Survey 

National Institute 

of Statistics Continuously 2013 - 

Q5. Establishment  

Survey 

Q5.1. Four-Year  

Salary Structure 

Survey 

National Institute 

of Statistics 
Every four 

years 
2002 - 

Q5.2. Annual  

Survey of Salary  

Structure 

National Institute 

of Statistics 
Annually 2004 - 

Q6. Administrative  

Sources 

Q6.1.Continuous 

Pattern and  

PERE 

National Institute 

of Statistics Annually - - 

Q6.2.Register of  

Spanish 

Residents Abroad 

National Institute 

of Statistics Annually 2000 - 

Q6.3. General  

Affiliation File 

Treasurer General 

of Social Security Continuously - - 

Q6.4. Central  

Register of  

Foreigners 

Permanent 

Observatory of 

Immigration 

Every six 

months 
- - 

Q6.5.Application  

of Asylum 

General 

Subdirection of 

Asylum of the 

Ministry of the 

Interior 

On request 1995 - 

Q6.6.Work 

Permit to  

Foreigners 

Ministry of 

Employment and 

Social Security 
Monthly 1981 - 

Q6.7.SEPE 

STATISTICS 

State Public 

Employment 

Service 

Monthly - - 



Q7. Estimation of  

International 

Migrant Workers  

in the Country 

Q7.1.Estimation 

in the Migration  

Statistics 

National Institute 

of Statistics Biannually 2008 - 

Q7.2.Estimation  

in the Statistic of  

Spanish  

Nationality 

Acquisitions 

National Institute 

of Statistics 

Annually 2012 - 

 

Findings: 

The latest Population and Housing Census in Spain was carried out in 2011 by the National Institute of Statistics 

covering the country’s entire population. There are the following three population groups examined in the 

Population and Housing Census: 

 Nationals (citizens) in the country, 

 Nationals (citizens) employed in the country, and 

 Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country. 

 

The Population and Housing Census obtains detailed data on demographic characteristics of these population 

groups. The questions raised in the assessment on the topic of international migration related characteristics, 

comprise of country of birth, country of citizenship, second country of citizenship, country of previous residence 

for foreigners, and country of previous residence for citizens who lived abroad but returned.  In addition to 

demographic characteristics, the Population and Housing Census covers labour related characteristics of all 

current household members aged 16 years and over such as:  

 Employment status, 

 Occupation, 

 Industry/Economic sector, and 

 Status in employment. 

 

In the Population and Housing Census, the term of "International migrant workers" is not applied. But it 

measures those who have a different nationality or were born different places from Spain. "Employment" is 

measured with several the following criteria; the continued perception of a salary or salary, or a warranty of return 

to work on termination of the contingency, or an agreement on the date of return, etc. 

To classify occupation, industry, status in employment, and education, internationally adapted classifications are 

applied. For example:  

 ISCO-08 (where three digits are used to release the data) 

 NACE, NAICS (where three digits are used to release the data) 

 ICSE-1993 

 ISCED-1997 

 

Micro data is available for research and analysis outside the agency free of charge. 

The Labour Force Survey in Spain commenced in 1964, and is held continuously by the National Institute of 

Statistics. A completed sample size of the examination is 65,000 households with 180,000 individuals. It 

geographically measures the whole country and amasses information on the following four population groups 

aged 16 years and over. 



 Nationals (citizens) in the country, 

 Nationals (citizens) employed in the country, 

 Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, and 

 Foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country. 

 

The Labour Force Survey obtains detailed data on demographic characteristics, of each person in a household. 

The questions raised in the assessment on the topic of international migration related characteristics, comprise of 

country of birth, country of citizenship, country of previous residence for foreigners, country of previous residence 

for citizens who lived abroad but returned, nationality, and foreign workers in the country. For the population 

groups assessed in the Labour Force Survey, the data on labour related characteristics of all current household 

members aged 16 years and over is available, particularly for: 

 Employment status, 

 Occupation, 

 Industry/economic sector, 

 Status in employment, 

 Hours usually worked, and 

 Months worked in past year. 

 

In the Labour Force Survey, the “migrant from abroad” is applied for those who reside abroad one year before 

the interview date with a foreign nationality or born abroad. The definition of "Employment" applied in the survey 

is the standard ILO definition. To classify occupation, industry, status in employment, and education, both 

internationally and nationally adapted classifications are applied. For example: 

 National adaptation of ISCO (CNO-1994 y CNO-2010) (where two digits are used to release the data); 

 National Adaptation of NACE (CNAE-09) (where two digits are used to release the data); 

 ICSE-1993; and 

 National adaptation of ISCED (CNED-2000, CNED-2014). 

 

Micro data is available for research and analysis outside the agency. Users have to send a copy to the INE of all 

the public dissemination reports produced by the data provided. Cost of obtaining micro-data is variable depending 

on the characteristics and the number of files requested. 

The Continuous Household Survey in Spain commenced in 2013, and is held continuously by the National 

Institute of Statistics. A completed sample size of the examination is 57,000 households yearly. It geographically 

measures the whole country and amasses information on the following four population groups aged 16 years and 

over: 

 Nationals (citizens) in the country, 

 Nationals (citizens) employed in the country, 

 Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, and 

 Foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country. 

 

The Continuous Household Survey obtains detailed data on demographic characteristics, of each person in a 

household. The questions raised in the assessment on the topic of international migration related characteristics, 

comprise of country of birth, country of citizenship, second country of citizenship, nationality, and foreign 

workers in the country. For the population groups assessed in the Continuous Household Survey, the data on 

labour related characteristics of all household members aged 16 and over is available, particularly for employment 

status and status in employment. 

Micro data is available on the Web site for research and analysis outside the agency at no cost. 

The Four-Year Salary Structure Survey in Spain is carried out every four years starting from 2002 by the 

National Institute of Statistics (INE) with the completed sample size of 27,482 establishments, which is 232,366 

Employees (For the year 2010). The survey covers all establishments with at least one workers/employees only 



in formal and non-farm sector and whole country. The Four-Year Salary Structure Survey covers the following 

topics for the establishment:  

 Industry/economic sector, and 

 Number of employees. 

 

The questions raised in the assessment on the topic of demographic and international migration related 

characteristics are age, sex, educational attainment, and nationality. The survey covers labour related 

characteristics, such as:  

 Occupation, 

 Wage rate, 

 Hours actually worked, and 

 Data of beginning to work for company. 

 

To identify "International migrant workers", the Four-Year Salary Structure Survey uses the nationality of the 

employees obtained from the administrative records of the Social Security. "Employment" covers salaried 

employees who have been in Social Security at least two months in the reference year of the survey. "Wages" 

refer to total salary perceptions in cash and remuneration in-kind  

To classify occupation, industry, and education, national adaptation of international classifications are applied. 

For example:  

 National adaptation of ISCO (National Classification of Occupations 2011, CNO-11) (where one digit is 

used to release the data); 

 National Adaptation of NACE (CNAE-09) (where one digit is used to release the data); and 

 National adaptation of ISCED (National Classification of Education CNED-2014).  

 

Micro data is available for research and analysis outside the agency according to user specifications free of charge 

on the web. 

The Annual Survey of Salary Structure in Spain is carried out yearly starting from 2004 by the National Institute 

of Statistics (INE) with the completed sample size of 28,118 establishments which is 225,315 salaried employees 

(For the year 2013). The survey covers all establishments with at least one workers/employees only in formal and 

non-farm sector and whole country. The Annual Survey of Salary Structure covers the following topics for the 

establishment: 

 Industry/economic sector, and 

 Number of employees. 

The questions raised in the assessment on the topic of demographic and international migration related 

characteristics are age, sex, and nationality. The survey covers labour related characteristics, such as: 

 Occupation, 

 Wage rate, and 

 Hours actually worked. 

 

In the Annual Survey of Salary Structure, the same definitions of "International migrant workers", 

"Employment", and "Wages" as in the Four-Year Salary Structure Survey are applied. To classify occupation 

and industry, nationally adapted international classifications are applied. For example: 

 National adaptation of ISCO (National Classification of Occupations 2011, CNO-11) (where one digit is 

used to release the data); and 

 National Adaptation of NACE (CNAE-09) (where one digit is used to release the data). 

 

Micro data is unavailable for research and analysis outside the agency. 



The Continuous Pattern and PERE is a continuous population register which is carried out by the National 

Institute of Statistics and released annually. The source appraises whole country and collects data on the following 

three population groups of all ages. 

 Nationals (citizens) in the country, 

 Nationals (citizens) living abroad, and 

 Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country. 

 

In the register, data can be found on demographic characteristics such as age, sex, and educational attainment. 

International migration related characteristics are accessible through the source. For example:  

 Country of birth, 

 Country of citizenship, 

 Year of arrival, 

 Destination country, 

 Nationality, 

 Country of previous residence, and 

 Year of departure. 

 

In the Continuous Pattern and PERE, "Nationals living abroad" are defined as persons who enjoy Spanish 

nationality usually while living outside Spain.  

Micro data is available for research and analysis outside the agency free of charge on the INE website. 

The Register of Spanish Residents Abroad is a continuous population register which is carried out by the National 

Institute of Statistics (INE) and released annually, starting from 2000. The source appraises whole country and 

collects data on a population group of nationals (citizens) living abroad of all ages. Demographic characteristics 

such as age, sex, and educational attainment are accessible through the register. Country of birth is accessible 

through the register for international migration related characteristics.  

In the Register of Spanish Residents Abroad, "Nationals living abroad" are defined as persons who are 

registered as habitual residents in the Register of Matrícula of the Consular Office.   

Micro data is available for research and analysis outside the agency at cost calculated according to the INE's 

private price policy. 

The General Affiliation File is a social security registration system which is carried out by the Treasurer General 

of Social Security and released continuously. The source appraises whole country and collects data on the 

following two population groups aged 16 years and over. 

 Nationals (citizens) employed in the country and 

 Foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country. 

 

In the General Affiliation File, data can be found on demographic characteristics such as age and sex. 

International migration related characteristics accessible through the source are nationality and foreign workers 

in the country. For the population groups assessed in the General Affiliation File, the data on labour related 

characteristics is available, particularly for: 

 Industry/economic sector, 

 Individual earnings, and 

 Status in employment. 

 

In the General Affiliation File, “employment” is persons affiliated to the social security. "Individual earnings" 

refer to wages and salaries. To classify industry, internationally adapted classifications such as NACE and NAICS 

are applied. 



Micro data is unavailable for research and analysis outside the agency. 

The Central Register of Foreigners is the certificates of residence and work permit for foreigners, which is carried 

out by the Permanent Observatory of Immigration and released every six months. The source appraises whole 

country and collects data on the following three population groups of all ages. 

 Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, 

 Foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country, and 

 Refugees. 

 

In the Central Register of Foreigners, data can be found on demographic characteristics such as age and sex. 

International migration related characteristics such as country of birth, reason for coming to country, nationality, 

foreign workers in the country, and time period allowed to stay are accessible through the source. 

For the population groups assessed in the Central Register of Foreigners, the data on labour related characteristics 

is available, particularly for occupation. 

 In the Central Register of Foreigners, "International migrant workers" refers to foreigners with permit of 

residence and work. "Short-term migrant workers" is applied to persons with authorizations of temporary work 

less than the year and obligation of return to the country of origin 

Micro data is unavailable for research and analysis outside the agency. 

The Application of Asylum is a records of applicants for international protection in Spain, which is carried out by 

the General Subdirection of Asylum of the Ministry of the Interior and released on the basis of concrete requests 

from the organs of the Ministry of the Interior, etc., starting from 1995. The source appraises whole country and 

collects data on the following three population groups of all ages. 

 Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, 

 Refugees, and 

 Asylum seekers. 

 

In the register, data can be found on demographic characteristics such as age, sex, and marital status. International 

migration related characteristics accessible through the source are: 

 Country of birth, 

 Second country of citizenship, 

 Year of arrival, 

 Reason for coming to country, 

 Reason for departure, 

 Destination country, 

 Country of citizenship,  

 Country of previous residence,  

 Nationality,  

 Country of origin, 

 Country of transit, and 

 Year of departure. 

 

Micro data is unavailable for research and analysis outside the agency. 

The Work Permit to Foreigners is a register of work permit issued to foreign workers which is carried out by the 

Ministry of Employment and Social Security and released monthly starting from 1981. The source appraises whole 

country and collects data on a population group of foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country aged 16 

years and over. 



In the register, data can be found on demographic characteristics such as age, sex, and marital status. International 

migration related characteristics accessible through the source are nationality, foreign workers in the country, 

country of citizenship, and time period allowed to stay. 

For the population groups assessed in the Work Permit to Foreigners, the data on labour related characteristics is 

available, particularly for:  

 Employment status, 

 Industry/economic sector, 

 Occupation, and 

 Status in employment. 

 

In the Work Permit to Foreigners, "International migrant workers" refer to foreigners who intend to carry out 

a lucrative activity in Spain for their own account or for others and who obtain authorization of residence and 

work. Statistics provide information on the number and characteristics of applications for temporary residence 

and work permit, authorizations for incarceration and other exceptional circumstances, and authorizations to work 

for foreigners who wish to work in Spain.  

To classify occupation and industry, both nationally adapted classifications are applied. For example: 

 National adaptation of ISCO (National Classification of Occupations 2011, CNO-11) (where two digits 

are used to release the data); and 

 National Classification of Economic Activities 2009 (CNAE-2009) (where two digits are used to release 

the data). 

 

Micro data is available for research and analysis outside the agency free of charge. 

The SEPE STATISTICS is the data from government/public employment services which is carried out by the 

State Public Employment Service (SEPE) and released monthly. The source appraises whole country and collects 

data on the following four population groups of all ages. 

 Nationals (citizens) in the country, 

 Nationals (citizens) employed in the country, 

 Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, and 

 Foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country. 

 

In the register, data can be found on demographic characteristics such as age, sex, and educational attainment. 

International migration related characteristics accessible through the source are: 

 Country of birth, 

 Country of citizenship, 

 Nationality, 

 Foreign workers in the country, 

 Time period allowed to stay, and 

 Year of departure. 

 

For the population groups assessed in the SEPE STATISTICS, the data on labour related characteristics is 

available, particularly for: 

  

 Employment status, 

 Industry/economic sector, 

 Occupation, and 

 Status in employment. 



 

To classify occupation, industry, and status in employment, both internationally and nationally adapted 

classifications are applied. For example: 

 National adaptation of ISCO (CNO-2011); 

 CNAE-2009; and 

 CNO-2011.  

 

Micro data is available for research and analysis outside the agency. 

The Migration Statistics is estimated biannually by the National Institute of Statistics, starting from 2008. It 

geographically measures the whole country and amasses information on the following two population groups of 

all ages. 

 Nationals (citizens) in the country, and 

 Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country. 

 

It accumulates data on demographic characteristics such as age and sex. Statistics on international migration 

related characteristics are also obtained such as: 

 Country of birth, 

 Country of citizenship, 

 Country of previous residence, and 

 Nationality. 

 

The Migration Statistics does not have the definition of "migrant workers". In the source, immigration and 

emigration refer to changing the habitual residence in a territory at least twelve months. Habitual residence is 

defined according to Regulation 763/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on Population and 

Housing Censuses and Regulation 1260/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council on demographic 

statistics European countries. 

The Statistic of Spanish Nationality Acquisitions is estimated annually by the National Institute of Statistics, 

starting from 2012. It geographically measures the whole country for the population group of foreigners (non-

citizens) living in the country of all ages. 

It accumulates data on demographic characteristics of people, such as age and sex. Statistics on international 

migration related characteristics are also obtained, precisely on: 

 Country of birth, 

 Previous country of citizenship, 

 Country of citizenship, and 

 Nationality. 

 

This estimation only measures acquisitions of Spanish citizenship by foreigners occurred in the reference year, 

but does not measure migrations or the relationship with the labour situation.   

 

Q1. Population Census 

SOURCE 

Title of source: Population and Housing Census 

Year of last census: 2011 



Agency responsible: Statistics National Institute 

COVERAGE 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) in the country, nationals (citizens) employed in the 

country, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) in the 

country, nationals (citizens) employed in the country, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the 

country 

TOPIC COVERED 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex, marital status, educational attainment, household size 

International migration related characteristics: Country of birth, country of citizenship, second 

country of citizenship, country of previous residence for foreigners, country of previous residence for 

citizens who lived abroad but returned. 

 Coverage for international migration related characteristics:  

o Country of birth and country of citizenship: All persons 

o Second country of citizenship, country of previous residence for foreigners, country of 

previous residence for citizens who lived abroad but returned: Not for all 

 Exceptions for international migration related characteristics:  
o Exceptions for second country of citizenship: Only for those who have Spanish and other 

nationality 

o Exceptions for country of previous residence for foreigners and for country of 

previous residence for citizens who lived abroad but returned: Only for those who have 

not changed from municipality of residence since they arrived to Spain 

Information about household members left to live abroad: No 

Labour related characteristics of all current household members: Employment status, occupation, 

industry/economic sector, status in employment 

 Age coverage: 16 years old and over 

Remittances related characteristics: N.A. 

Information on immigrants and return migrants: Yes   

 Information on the situation of the person prior to leaving the household last time is 

obtained: N.A. 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: No 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: The term of "International migrant workers" is not 

applied. But it measures those who have a different nationality or were born different places from Spain.  

Definition of national (citizen) living abroad: NO 

Definition of employment: It is determined according to following criteria: the continued perception of 

a salary or salary; a warranty of return to work on termination of the contingency; an agreement on the 

date of return; compensatory benefits without being obligated to accept other work.  

  



CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: ISCO-08 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: 3 

Classification used for industry: NACE, NAICS 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: 3 

Classification used for status in employment: ICSE-1993 

Classification used for status in education: ISCED-1997 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Data collection method: Face-to-face computer assisted interview by census enumerator (CAPI), 

computer assisted telephone interview by enumerator with data recorded on computer (CATI), self-

administered mail questionnaire (household receives census questionnaire by mail, returns by mail), self-

administered online (web) census questionnaire 

Compulsory participation of household: Yes 

Official estimate of under-coverage rate: No 

Dissemination of results: Web site (http: //www.ine.es/censos2011_datos/cen11_datos_inicio.htm) 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: Yes 

 Limitations: Occupation and 2 digit activity. Only the code of municipality is difficult if this 

has more than 20,000 HAB 

 Cost of obtaining micro-data: It's free 

 

Q2.1. Household Survey: Labour Force Survey 

SOURCE 

Title of survey: Labour Force Survey 

Agency responsible: National Institute of Statistics 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data collection: Continuously 

Year the survey first started: 1964 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) in the country, nationals (citizens) employed in the 

country, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the 

country 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) in the 

country, nationals (citizens) employed in the country, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the 

country, foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country 



Age coverage: 16 years old and over 

TOPIC COVERED 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex, marital status, educational attainment, household size 

International migration related characteristics: Country of birth, country of citizenship, country of 

previous residence for foreigners, country of previous residence for citizens who lived abroad but 

returned, nationality, foreign workers in the country 

 Coverage for international migration related characteristics:  

o Country of birth and country of citizenship: All persons 

o Country of previous residence for foreigners and country of previous residence for citizens 

who lived abroad but returned: Not for all 

 Exceptions for international migration related characteristics:  

o Exceptions for country of previous residence for foreigners and for country of previous 

residence for citizens who lived abroad but returned: From the question about country of 

residence one year ago 

Information about household members left to live abroad: No 

Labour related characteristics of all current household members: Employment status, occupation, 

industry/economic sector, status in employment, hours usually worked, months worked in past year 

Benefits received from the employer: Unemployment benefits, retirement pension, paid vacation, other 

pensions (widowhood, orphanage, etc.) 

Remittances related characteristics: No 

Information on immigrants and return migrants: No 

 Information on the situation of the person prior to leaving the household last time is 

obtained: N.A. 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: No 

Information on persons who left to live or work abroad (recruitment, communication, assistance 

etc.): No 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: The word 'migrant from abroad' is applied for those who 

reside abroad one year before the interview date with a foreign nationality or born abroad.  

Definition of national (citizen) living abroad: N.A. 

Definition of employment: A person aged 16 years and over who has worked at least one hour in the 

reference week of the survey in return for remuneration or benefit, or had a job that week that was absent 

maintaining a strong link with that job or worked as Family aid (ILO definition) 

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: National adaptation of ISCO (CNO-1994, CNO-2010) 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: 2 

Classification used for industry: National Adaptation of NACE (CNAE-09) 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: 2 

Classification used for status in employment: ICSE-1993 



Classification used for status in education: National adaptation of ISCED (CNED-2000, CNED-2014) 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Data collection method: Face-to-face computer assisted interview by census enumerator (CAPI), 

computer assisted telephone interview by enumerator with data recorded on computer (CATI) 

Compulsory participation of household: Yes 

Dissemination of results: Electronic format (CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, diskettes, etc.), Web site 

(www.ine.es) 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: Yes 

 Limitations: User should send a copy to INE of all the public dissemination reports produced 

by the data provided.   

 Cost of obtaining micro-data: It depends on the characteristics and number of files requested.   

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Sample frame used: Population census and Administrative register 

Completed sample size:  

 Total household: 65,000 

 Total individuals: 180,000 (140, 000 for 16 years old and over) 

Evaluation of the overall response rate or refusal rate: Yes 

 

Q2.2. Household Survey: Continuous Household Survey  

SOURCE 

Title of survey: Continuous Household Survey 

Agency responsible: National Institute of Statistics 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data collection: Continuously 

Year the survey first started: 2013 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) in the country, nationals (citizens) employed in the 

country, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the 

country 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) in the 

country, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country 

Age coverage: 16 years old and over 

TOPIC COVERED 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex, marital status, educational attainment, household size 



International migration related characteristics: Country of birth, country of citizenship, second 

country of citizenship, nationality, foreign workers in the country 

 Coverage for international migration related characteristics 

o Country of birth and country of citizenship: All persons 

o Second country of citizenship: Not for all 

 Exceptions for international migration related characteristics: Second country of 

citizenship (those who have Spanish nationality and another) 

Information about household members left to live abroad: No 

Labour related characteristics of all current household members: Employment status, status in 

employment 

Benefits received from the employer: N.A. 

Remittances related characteristics: No 

Information on immigrants and return migrants: No 

 Information on the situation of the person prior to leaving the household last time is 

obtained: N.A. 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: Yes 

Information on persons who left to live or work abroad (recruitment, communication, assistance 

etc.): N.A. 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of national (citizen) living abroad: N.A. 

Definition of employment: No definition is provided and it is self-perception.   

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: N.A. 

Classification used for industry: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: N.A. 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 

Classification used for status in education: National adaptation of ISCED (The same classification 

used for the 2011 Census is used to collect the level of studies) 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Data collection method: Face-to-face interview by census enumerator using paper questionnaire (PAPI), 

face-to-face computer assisted interview by census enumerator (CAPI), computer assisted telephone 

interview by enumerator with data recorded on computer (CATI), self-administered mail questionnaire 

(household receives census questionnaire by mail, returns by mail), self-administered online (web) 

census questionnaire /Computer Assisted Web Interview (CAWI) 

Compulsory participation of household: Yes 



Dissemination of results 

 Web site: http://www.ine.es/inebaseDYN/ech30274/ech_inicio.htm 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: Yes 

 Limitations: Micro-data are anonymised to preserve statistical confidentiality. They are 

available on the web( http: //www.ine.es/inebaseDYN/ech30274/ech_microdatos.htm 

 Cost of obtaining micro-data: The anonymized micro-data file is available on the web at no 

cost. 

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Sample frame used: Postal address frame obtained from the route of 2011 census buildings 

Completed sample size:  

 Total household: 57, 000 yearly 

Evaluation of the overall response rate or refusal rate: No 

  

Q5.1. Establishment Survey: Four-Year Salary Structure Survey 

SOURCE 

Title of survey: Four-Year Salary Structure Survey 

Agency responsible: National Institute of Statistics (INE) 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data collection: Every four years 

Year the survey first started: 2002 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Establishment coverage (size and type): All establishments with at least one workers/employees, only 

formal sector establishments and non-farm establishments 

Sector/industry coverage: It excludes agriculture, forestry, fishing, financial and insurance activities, 

Activities of households as employers, activities of extraterritorial organizations.   

DATA COLLECTED ON WORKERS IN THE ESTABLISMENT SURVEY 

Demographic and migration related characteristics: Age, sex, educational attainment, nationality 

Labour related characteristics: Occupation, wage rate, hours actually worked, data of beginning to 

work for company 

Topics for the establishment: Industry/economic sector, number of employees 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: No 

  

http://www.ine.es/inebaseDYN/ech30274/ech_inicio.htm


CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: To identify "International migrant workers", the source 

uses the nationality of the employees obtained from the administrative records of the Social Security.  

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of employment: The salaried employees who have been in Social Security at least two months 

in the reference year of the survey. 

Definition of wages: Total salary perceived in cash or remuneration in-kind.    

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: National adaptation of ISCO (National Classification of 

Occupations 2011 (CNO-11)) 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: 1 

Classification used for industry: National Adaptation of NACE (CNAE-09) 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: 1 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 

Classification used for status in education: National adaptation of ISCED (National Classification of 

Education CNED-2014) 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Data collection method: Self-administered mail questionnaire (household receives census questionnaire 

by mail, returns by mail), self-administered online (web) census questionnaire /Computer Assisted Web 

Interview (CAWI), administrative sources 

Compulsory participation of respondents: Yes 

Dissemination of results: 

 Web site: http://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 

Micro-data availability outside responsible agency: Yes 

 Limitations: Anonymised micro-data files are obtained by following the specifications 

provided by the users according to the objectives of their research.   

 Cost of obtaining micro-data: It is free of charge when there no confidentiality issues.  

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Sample frame used: Administrative register (General Register of Social Security Contribution 

Accounts) 

Completed sample size: 27, 482 establishments and 232, 366 employees (For the year 2010) 

 

Q5. 2. Establishment Survey: Annual Survey of Salary Structure 

SOURCE 

http://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase


Title of survey: Annual Survey of Salary Structure 

Agency responsible: National Institute of Statistics (INE) 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data collection: Every year 

Year the survey first started: 2004 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Establishment coverage (size and type): All establishments with at least one workers/employees, only 

formal sector establishments, only non-farm establishments 

Sector/industry coverage: It excludes agriculture, forestry, fishing, financial and insurance activities, 

Activities of households as employers, activities of extraterritorial organizations.  

DATA COLLECTED ON WORKERS IN THE ESTABLISMENT SURVEY 

Demographic and migration related characteristics: Age, sex, nationality 

Labour related characteristics: Occupation, wage rate, hours actually worked 

Topics for the establishment: Industry/economic sector, number of employees 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: No 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: To identify "International migrant workers", the source 

uses the nationality of the employees obtained from the administrative records of the Social Security.  

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of employment: The salaried employees who have been in Social Security at least two months 

in the reference year of the survey. 

Definition of wages: Total salary perceived in cash or remuneration in-kind.     

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: National adaptation of ISCO (National Classification of 

Occupations 2011 (CNO-11)) 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: 1 

Classification used for industry: National Adaptation of NACE (CNAE-09) 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: 1 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 

Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Data collection method: Self-administered mail questionnaire (household receives census questionnaire 

by mail, returns by mail), self-administered online (web) census questionnaire /Computer Assisted Web 

Interview (CAWI), administrative sources 



Compulsory participation of respondents: Yes 

Dissemination of results: 

 Web site: http: //www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/es  

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 

Micro-data availability outside responsible agency: No 

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Sample frame used: Administrative register (General Register of Social Security Contribution 

Accounts) 

Completed sample size: 28, 118 establishments and 225, 315 salaried employees (For the year 2013) 

 

Q6.1. Administrative Sources: The Continuous Pattern and PERE 

SOURCE 

Title of administrative source: The Continuous Pattern and PERE 

Agency responsible: National Institute of Statistics 

Kind of source: Continuous population register 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data release: Every year 

Year the source first started: N.A. 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population coverage: Nationals (citizens) in the country, nationals (citizens) living abroad, foreigners 

(non-citizens) living in the country 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) in the 

country, nationals (citizens) living abroad, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country 

Age coverage: All ages 

DATA COLLECTED ON PERSONS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex, educational attainment 

Migration related characteristics: Country of birth, country of citizenship, year of arrival, destination 

country, nationality, country of previous residence, year of departure 

Labour related characteristics: N.A. 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: Yes 

 Number and name of question not published: Level of studies 

 Reason not published: For the lack of response that it presents. 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 



Definition of international migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of a national (citizen) living abroad: Persons who enjoy Spanish nationality usually while 

living outside Spain.  

Definition of employment: N.A. 

Definition of individual earnings: N.A. 

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: N.A. 

Classification used for industry: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: N.A. 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 

Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION  

Compulsory registration for the population groups covered: Yes 

Official estimate of coverage rate: N.A. 

Dissemination of results: Web site (www.ine.es) 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: Yes 

 Limitations: Only for residents in Spain  

 Cost of obtaining micro-data: Free of charge  

 

Q6.2. Administrative Sources: Register of Spanish Residents Abroad  

SOURCE 

Title of administrative source: Register of Spanish Residents Abroad  

Agency responsible: National Institute of Statistics (INE) 

Kind of source: Continuous population register 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data release: At the end of March of each year, with the information referred to the 

penultimate day of the previous year 

Year the source first started: 2000 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population coverage: Nationals (citizens) living abroad 



 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) living 

abroad 

Age coverage: All ages 

DATA COLLECTED ON PERSONS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex, educational attainment 

Migration related characteristics: Country of birth 

Labour related characteristics: N.A.  

Data collected and not published/disseminated: Yes 

 Number and name of question not published: C1. Level of education 

 Reason not published: Low degree of reliability 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of a national living abroad: Persons are registered as habitual residents in the Register of 

Matrícula of the Consular Office.  

Definition of employment used: N.A. 

Definition of individual earnings: N.A. 

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: N.A. 

Classification used for industry: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: N.A. 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 

Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Compulsory registration for the population groups covered: Yes 

Official estimate of coverage rate: N.A. 

Dissemination of results: Web site (http://www.ine.es) 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: Yes 

 Limitations: The data should have no personal identification and address.  

 Cost of obtaining micro-data: The cost is calculated according to the INE's price policy. 

  

 



  



Q6.3. Administrative Sources: General Affiliation File 

SOURCE 

Title of administrative source: General Affiliation File 

Agency responsible: Treasurer General of Social Security 

Kind of source: Social security registration system 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data release: Continuously 

Year the source first started: N.A. 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population coverage: Nationals (citizens) employed in the country, foreign workers (non-citizens) 

living in the country 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) 

employed in the country, foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country 

Age coverage: 16 years old and over 

DATA COLLECTED ON PERSONS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex 

Migration related characteristics: Nationality, foreign workers in the country 

Labour related characteristics: Industry/economic sector, individual earnings, status in employment 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: Yes 

 Number and name of question not published: earnings. Activity breakdown 

 Reason not published: Cost and processing time 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of a national living abroad: N.A. 

Definition of employment: Persons are affiliated with the Social Security.  

Definition of individual earnings: It refers to wages and salaries 

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: N.A. 

Classification used for industry: NACE, NAICS 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: N.A. 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 



Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Compulsory registration for the population groups covered: Yes 

Official estimate of coverage rate: N.A. 

Dissemination of results: Web site (www.seg-social.es) 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: No 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: No 

  

Q6.4. Administrative Sources: Central Register of Foreigners 

SOURCE 

Title of administrative source: Central Register of Foreigners 

Agency responsible: Permanent Observatory of Immigration 

Kind of source: Registration of certificates of registration and residence and work permit for foreigners 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data release: Every six months 

Year the source first started: N.A. 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population coverage: Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, foreign workers (non-citizens) 

living in the country, refugees 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Foreigners (non-citizens) 

living in the country, foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country 

Age coverage: All ages 

DATA COLLECTED ON PERSONS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex 

Migration related characteristics: Country of birth, reason for coming to country, nationality, foreign 

workers in the country, time period allowed to stay 

Labour related characteristics: Occupation 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: Yes 

 Number and name of question not published: Occupation 

 Reason not published: It has a high missing rate.  

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: It refers to foreigners with permit of residence and work. 



Definition of short-term migrant workers: It refers to persons with authorizations of temporary work 

less than the year and obligation of return to the country of origin 

Definition of a national living abroad: N.A.  

Definition of employment: N.A.  

Definition of individual earnings: N.A.  

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: N.A. 

Classification used for industry: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: N.A. 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 

Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Compulsory registration for the population groups covered: Yes  

Official estimate of coverage rate:  

 Estimate coverage rate of foreign migrants living in country: Yes 

Dissemination of results: Web site (http: //extranjeros.empleo.gob.es/es/Estadisticas/operaciones/con-

certi ficado/index.html) 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: No 

 

Q6.5. Administrative Sources: Application of Asylum 

SOURCE 

Title of administrative source: Application of Asylum 

Agency responsible: General Subdirection of Asylum of the Ministry of the Interior 

Kind of source: Records of applicants for international protection in Spain 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data release: On the basis of concrete requests from the organs of the Ministry of the 

Interior, the General Administration of the State and other international organizations or the European 

Union. 

Year the source first started: 1995 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population coverage: Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, refugees, asylum seekers 



 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Foreigners (non-citizens) 

living in the country, refugees, asylum seekers 

Age coverage: All ages 

DATA COLLECTED ON PERSONS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex, marital status 

Migration related characteristics: Country of birth, second country of citizenship, year of arrival, 

reason for coming to country, reason for departure, destination country, country of citizenship, country 

of previous residence, nationality, country of origin, country of transit, and year of departure 

Labour related characteristics: N.A. 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: N.A. 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of a national living abroad: N.A. 

Definition of employment: N.A. 

Definition of individual earnings: N.A. 

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: N.A. 

Classification used for industry: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: N.A. 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 

Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Compulsory registration for the population groups covered: No  

Official estimate of coverage rate: N.A. 

Dissemination of results:  

 Printed publications and electronic format 

 Web site  

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: No 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: No 

 

  



Q6.6. Administrative Sources: Work Permit to Foreigners 

SOURCE 

Title of administrative source: Work Permit to Foreigners 

Agency responsible: Ministry of Employment and Social Security  

Kind of source: Register of work permit issued to foreign workers 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data release: Every one month 

Year the source first started: 1981 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population coverage: Foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Foreign workers (non-citizens) 

living in the country 

Age coverage: 16 years old and over 

DATA COLLECTED ON PERSONS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex, marital status 

Migration related characteristics: Nationality, foreign workers in the country, country of citizenship, 

time period allowed to stay 

Labour related characteristics: Employment status, industry/economic sector, occupation, status in 

employment 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: No 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: It refers to foreigners who intend to carry out a lucrative 

activity in Spain for their own account or for others and who obtain authorization of residence and work.  

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of a national living abroad: N.A. 

Definition of employment: Profitable activity on their own or on behalf of others. 

Definition of individual earnings: N.A. 

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: National adaptation of ISCO (National Classification of Occupations 

2011 (CNO-11)) 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: 2 

Classification used for industry: National Classification of Economic Activities 2009 (CNAE-2009) 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: 2 



Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 

Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Compulsory registration for the population groups covered: Yes  

Official estimate of coverage rate: N.A. 

Dissemination of results: Web site(http: //www.empleo.gob.es/estadisticas/pte/welcome.htm) 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: Yes 

 Limitations: Users have to keep some rules; do not distribute the data to third parties; send the 

reports produced from the data provided, etc.  

 Cost of obtaining micro-data: None 

 

Q6.7. Administrative Sources: SEPE Statistics 

SOURCE 

Title of administrative source: SEPE Statistics 

Agency responsible: State Public Employment Service (SEPE) 

Kind of source: Data from government/public employment services 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of data release: Every month 

Year the source first started: N.A. 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population coverage: Nationals (citizens) in the country, nationals (citizens) employed in the country, 

foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country, foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) in the 

country, nationals (citizens) employed in the country, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the 

country, foreign workers (non-citizens) living in the country 

Age coverage: All ages 

DATA COLLECTED ON PERSONS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex, educational attainment 

Migration related characteristics: Country of birth, country of citizenship, nationality, foreign workers 

in the country, time period allowed to stay, and year of departure 

Labour related characteristics: Employment status, industry/economic sector, occupation, status in 

employment 

Data collected and not published/disseminated: Yes 



 Number and name of question not published: C1. Data address, phone, etc. 

 Reason not published: Data Protection Act 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of international migrant workers: N.A  

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of a national living abroad: N.A. 

Definition of employment: It refers to the employed with jobs regardless of duration and quality. 

Definition of individual earnings: N.A. 

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: National adaptation of ISCO (CNO-2011) 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: N.A. 

Classification used for industry: CNAE-2009 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: N.A. 

Classification used for status in employment: CNO-2011 

Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Compulsory registration for the population groups covered: No  

Official estimate of coverage rate: N.A. 

Dissemination of results 

 Printed publications 

 Web site (http: //www.sepe.es/contenidos/que_es_el_sepe/observatorio/informes_mt/ 

informes_mercado_trabajo.html)  

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: No 

Micro-data availability outside NSO/responsible agency: Yes 

 Limitations: Subscription agreement collaboration and data dissociated and anonymized. 

 Cost of obtaining micro-data: it is unknown 

 

Q7.1. Estimation of International Migrant Workers in the Country: Migration Statistics 

SOURCE 

Title of source: Migration Statistics 

Reference year of estimation: 2014 

Agency responsible: Statistics National Institute 

  



PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of estimation: Biannual 

Year the estimation first started: 2008 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population coverage: Nationals (citizens) in the country, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Nationals (citizens) in the 

country, foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country 

Age coverage: All ages 

TOPIC COVERED 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex 

International migration related characteristics: Country of birth, country of citizenship, country of 

previous residence, nationality 

Labour related characteristics: N.A. 

Remittances related characteristics: N.A. 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of migrant workers: It does not have the definition of migrant workers. In the source, 

immigration and emigration refer to changing the habitual residence in a territory at least twelve months. 

Habitual residence is defined according to Regulation 763/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 

Council on Population and Housing Censuses and Regulation 1260/2013 of the European Parliament and 

of the Council on demographic statistics European countries. 

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A.  

Definition of a national living abroad: N.A.   

Definition of employment: N.A.  

Definition of household income: N.A.  

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: N.A. 

Classification used for industry: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: N.A. 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 

Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Dissemination of results: Web site (http: //www.ine.es/jaxi) 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: Yes 



 

Q7.2. Estimation of International Migrant Workers in the Country: Statistic of Spanish Nationality 

Acquisitions 

SOURCE 

Title of source: Statistic of Spanish Nationality Acquisitions 

Reference year of estimation: 2014 

Agency responsible: Statistics National Institute 

PERIODICITY AND COVERAGE 

Periodicity of estimation: Every year 

Year the estimation first started: 2012 

Geographical coverage: Whole country 

Population coverage: Foreigners (non-citizens) living in the country 

 Publication/dissemination of data on population groups covered: Foreigners (non-citizens) 

living in the country 

Age coverage: All ages 

TOPIC COVERED 

Demographic characteristics: Age, sex 

International migration related characteristics: Country of birth, previous country of citizenship, 

country of citizenship, nationality 

Labour related characteristics: N.A. 

Remittances related characteristics: N.A. 

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

Definition of migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of short-term migrant workers: N.A. 

Definition of a national (citizen) living abroad: N.A. 

Definition of employment: N.A. 

Definition of household income: N.A. 

CLASSIFICATION 

Classification used for occupation: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release occupation data: N.A. 

Classification used for industry: N.A. 

 Number of digits used to release industry data: N.A. 

Classification used for status in employment: N.A. 



Classification used for status in education: N.A. 

DATA COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 

Dissemination of results: None to date (Expected time of availability: December 2015) 

Metadata has been prepared and disseminated: No 


